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TUESDAY, SEPT. 22
10:00-19:00 Arrival & Hotel Check-In

19:00-21:00 Welcome Cocktail Reception

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 23
8:30-9:00 Building a More Inclusive World

Together

9:00-9:20 A Conversation with Anthony Kennedy
Shriver: The Future of a Global
Movement

9:20-10:05 The Science of Belonging: What
Communities, Workplaces, and Schools
Can Learn from Human Connection

10:05-10:20 Coffee Break

10:20-11:00 Building Inclusive Communities Across
Cultures

13:30-15:00 Private Tour of the Panama Canal

11:00-11:30 Leading with Strengths: Unlocking
Potential and Impact

15:30-17:00 Optional 1:1 Meeting Time

THURSDAY, SEPT. 24
9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks & Mission Moment

9:15-9:45 Artificial Intelligence 

9:45-10:15 Technology and Inclusion

10:15-11:00 From Posts to Impact: Using Social Media to
Grow Your Mission

11:15-12:00 Advancing Inclusive Employment

12:30-14:00 Networking Lunch

11:00-11:15 Coffee Break

12:00-12:30 From Board Member to Trusted
Advisor: Lessons in Leadership,
Governance & Legal Stewardship

14:00-14:30 Best Buddies Country Program Updates 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 25
9:00-11:00 Hotel Checkout

ANTHONY KENNEDY SHRIVER
CEO & Chairman

Best Buddies International

VIVIAN FERNANDEZ DE TORRIJOS
President

Best Buddies Panama

JAIME ALEMÁN
Former Ambassador of Panama

to the United States

PUBLIO ARJONA
Head of the Assistive Innovation

Office, Panama’s National
Secretariat for Disability (SENADIS)

ROBERT FRIEDMAN
Partner

Holland & Knight

11:30-12:15 Best Buddies Country Program Updates 

12:15-13:00 Networking Lunch 

14:30-15:15 One Step at a Time: Building Your
Fundraising Path

15:15-15:30 Belonging as a Global Strategy

16:00-17:00 Optional 1:1 Meeting Time

17:00-20:00 Global Forum Closing Dinner 

HORACE O. PORRÁS
General Principal - Head of

Human Resources
The RBL Group

KAREN SHIPLEY, PSY.D.
Licensed Clinical Psychologist - 

Office of Well-Being
MU School of Medicine and MU Health Care

LINDA MCKENDRY
Chief Operating Officer

CAN -Compass Advocacy Network,
Country Director, Best Buddies

Northern Ireland

EMILIO MEJIA
Founder & CEO

AM3 Technology & Cybersecurity
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