
Dear Best Buddies Family,

Thank you for your incredible support! Your involvement with the annual Best Buddies Miami Gala 
creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment, leadership training and 
inclusive living within the intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) community. For 23 years, the 
funds raised at this event have been used to open new school chapters, provide training and support for
Best Buddies Jobs participants, unite and educate student leaders at the annual Student Leadership 
Conference. You have expanded our network of supporters by inviting your family, friends and 
colleagues to the event and subsequently getting them involved with the movement. I am incredibly 
grateful to you for believing in our mission of inclusion.

This year has brought new challenges for everyone. I hope you and your loved ones are healthy and 
learning to cope with the effects of COVID-19. Best Buddies has been able to transition our programs to 
virtual platforms in order to provide critical services to participants with IDD. The pandemic has resulted 
in widespread unemployment and physical isolation throughout the nation. These issues have been 
plaguing the IDD community for decades but the devastation during these uncertain times is more 
severe than ever before.

The health and well-being of the entire Best Buddies family continues to be our top priority. Across the 
nation, the organization is adhering to state and local state orders and have cancelled, rescheduled, or 
transitioned events to virtual formats. It is our hope that the Miami Gala will take place, as originally 
planned, on November 20, 2020. We are seeking guidance from local health authorities and will adhere 
to all mandates from local government officials. My team and I are committed to finding the best way 
possible to deliver the quality event you have enjoyed in the past, while implementing the necessary 
measures to ensure the safety of our guests, staff and vendors. 

Fundraising in this new space has been difficult so I hope that you will consider a financial contribution, 
regardless of the format of this event. Inclusion is not canceled, it is evolving, and our participants need 
your support now more than ever before.

Thank you for your loyalty and generosity. I look forward to celebrating with you and will continue to 
provide updates on our plans.

In Friendship,

Anthony K. Shriver

Founder, Chairman & CEO
Best Buddies International


